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				In 1945, a period of two world wars came to an end.

				In search of a global peace agreement, representatives from 50 countries gathered at the San Francisco Conference in the United States.

				For two months, between April 25 and June 26, the text of the document that would create the United Nations—the UN Charter—was intensely debated.

				Among the delegates sent by Brazil for this task was a woman—an important leader of the Brazilian suffrage movement, an active politician for feminist causes, a scientist at the National Museum in Rio de Janeiro, and a diplomat.

				 

				Her name: Bertha Lutz.
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				...April 25, 1945, it starts today in the United States of America, with representatives from Brazil in attendance, the long-awaited meeting of countries fighting for the principles that fascism sought to destroy...
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				The flight over the North Pole would have proved too strenuous for women delegates!

			

		

		
			
				*“GOOD MORNING” IN RUSSIAN
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				...the world turns its eyes to this conclave, which honors the city of San Francisco in the hope of a new world order.

			

		

		
			
				 INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION
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				...France joins forces with other countries in pursuit of principles of lasting peace...

			

		

		
			
				...after the harsh lessons and scourge of the cruelest of all wars...

			

		

		
			
				...the planet awaits the recognition of human rights...
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				...large and small powers sit at the same table to ensure guarantees of complete and harmonious coexistence...

			

		

		
			
				...different peoples must learn to seek mutual agreements  and understandings...

			

		

		
			
				...at this event that is proving to be the largest international gathering ever held in the  history of humanity...
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				 Thank you foryour attendance and punctuality,

			

		

		
			
				...madam delegates...

			

		

		
			
				I would like to know more about your work in Latin America, Ms. Lutz.
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				 I don’t think it would be difficult to obtain information  about me, Ms.. Gildersleeve.

			

		

		
			
				Good one!

			

		

		
			
				Bertha before throwing leaflets promoting  women’s suffrage  from an airplane (1928)

			

		

		
			
				Postcard from the Brazilian Federation  for Women’s  Progress

			

		

		
			
				Brazilian reception during Marie Curie’s visit to Rio de Janeiro (1926)

			

		

		
			
				Campaign flyer for Bertha’s campaign for Congress (1934)
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				That would be a very vulgar thing to do.

			

		

		
			
				 Anachronistic anti-feminist.
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				 This proves that women have  reached their goal!

			

		

		
			
				I am afraid not.

			

		

		
			
				It only means that you have.

			

		

		
			
				___
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				women

			

		

		
			
				______

			

		

		
			
				
					women

				

			

			
				
					______

				

			

		

		
			
				
					women

				

			

			
				
					______

				

			

		

		
			
				CHiNA

			

		

		
			
				CHiNA

			

		

		
			
				CHiNA

			

		

		
			
				UNITED KINGDOM
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				UNITED KINGDOM

			

		

		
			
				UNITED KINGDOM
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				Ms. Lutz!
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				Yes, I am very well informed!

			

		

		
			
				The League of Women Voters was one of the 42 social organizations chosen by President Truman...

			

		

		
			
				...to act as a consultant for this conference, as you are probably already aware.

			

		

		
			
				So you do not agree that we are in a time of open wounds, delegate?

			

		

		
			
				 And that insisting on the women’s debate now could jeopardize the approval of the charter?

			

		

		
			
				Not in the slightest.
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				And I wonder how women’s suffrage can be universal if even...

			

		

		
			
				The League of Women Voters of the United States lacks the courage to fight for women here in this conclave.

			

		

		
			
				How rude!

			

		

		
			
				 Are these good manners in your country?
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				Chin up, Ms. Lutz!

			

		

		
			
				A Telegram for you!

			

		

		
			
				Let’s see what the next shocker will be.

			

		

		
			
				Sender:

			

		

		
			
				Carrie Chapman Catt
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				Go ahead

			

		

	
		
			
				43

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Carrie Chapman Catt in Brazil, right beside Bertha Lutz, 1922.
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				Equal rights of men and women and of nations great or small.
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				 The United Nations will not succeed unless it joins the efforts of both men and women towards its high objectives.
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				 The Charter should explicitly state that all positions in the UN will be equally open to men and women.

			

		

		
			
				Whenever the rules are not defined, women are left out of the game!
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				How can I seek recognition for women in the charter, Mr. Ramaswami?

			

		

		
			
				 Try to put together a Subcommittee on the Status of Women

			

		

		
			
				Perfect!
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				YUGOSLAVIA

			

		

		
			
				PARAGUAY

			

		

		
			
				SYRIA

			

		

		
			
				NORWAY

			

		

		
			
				TÜRKIYE

			

		

	
		
			
				51

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				URUGUAY

			

		

		
			
				NORWAY

			

		

		
			
				EGYPT

			

		

		
			
				UNITED KINGDOM

			

		

		
			
				CZECHOSLOVAKIA

			

		

		
			
				SOUTH AFRICA

			

		

		
			
				NETHERLANDS

			

		

		
			
				TÜRKIYE
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				I support you!

			

		

		
			
				I support you!
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				I support you!
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				Fascism began with the exclusion of women not only from political life, but even from primary education.
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				Women contributed significantly to the war effort and the Allied victory.

			

		

		
			
				The Committee will be female, not to exclude men, but so that the beneficiaries themselves, women, will make the effort to study their status and recommend the changes that are needed.
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				UNITED KINGDOM
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				The Women’s Subcommittee  was unanimously

				APPROVED!
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				Indeed!

			

		

		
			
				Congratulations on the results,Ms.. Lutz!

			

		

		
			
				Thank you for your trust, Ambassador Velloso!
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				I was surprised by the reaction of the League of Women Voters to your name.

			

		

		
			
				Many people do not recognize the struggles that benefit themselves. It is a strange psychological paradox.

			

		

		
			
				I still think that.
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				UNITED NATIONS CHARTER 

				PREAMBLE

				WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS DETERMINED

				to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small, and to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained, and to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom.

				AND FOR THESE ENDS,

				to practice tolerance and live together in peace with one another as good neighbours, and to unite our strength to maintain international peace and security, and to ensure, by the acceptance of principles and the institution of methods, that armed force shall not be used, save in the common interest, and to employ international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of all peoples.

				HAVE RESOLVED TO COMBINE OUR EFFORTS TO ACCOMPLISH THESE AIMS.

				Accordingly, our respective Governments, through representatives assembled in the city of San Francisco, who have exhibited their full powers found to be in good and due form, have agreed to the present Charter of the United Nations and do hereby establish an international organization to be known as the United Nations.

				.............................................................

				Article 1

				3 - To achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion;

				.............................................................

				Article 8

				The United Nations shall place no restrictions on the eligibility of men and women to participate in any capacity and under conditions of equality in its principal and subsidiary organs.
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				Article 13 

				1- The General Assembly shall initiate studies and make recommendations for the purpose of: a) promoting international co-operation in the political field and encouraging the progressive development of international law and its codification; b) promoting international co-operation in the economic, social, cultural, educational, and health fields, and assisting in the realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion.

				...............................................................

				Article 55

				With a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-being which are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, the United Nations shall promote:

					a) higher standards of living, full employment, and conditions of economic and social progress and development;

					b) solutions of international economic, social, health, and related problems; and international cultural and educational cooperation; and

					c) universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion.

				.............................................................

				Article 76

				The basic objectives of the trusteeship system, in accordance with the Purposes of the United Nations laid down in Article 1 of the present Charter, shall be:

					a) to further international peace and security;

					b) to promote the political, economic, social, and educational advancement of the inhabitants of the trust territories, and their progressive development towards self-government or independence as may be appropriate to the particular circumstances of each territory and its peoples and the freely expressed wishes of the peoples concerned, and as may be provided by the terms of each trusteeship agreement;

					c) to encourage respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion, and to encourage recognition of the interdependence of the peoples of the world; and

					d) to ensure equal treatment in social, economic, and commercial matters for all Members of the United Nations and their nationals, and also equal treatment for the latter in the administration of justice, without prejudice to the attainment of the foregoing objectives and subject to the provisions of Article 80.

				............................................................. 

				DONE at the city of San Francisco the twenty-sixth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and forty-five.
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				The United Nations Charter was the first international treaty to contemplate the idea of gender equality.

				Since the founding of the UN in October 1945, only four women have led the General Assembly: Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit (1953), from India; Angie Brooks (1969), from Liberia; Haya Rashed Al-Khalifa (2006), from Bahrain; and María Fernanda Espinosa (2018), from Ecuador.

				The position of Secretary-General, the highest in the United Nations, has never been held by a woman.
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				T h e

				w o m e n i n t h i s 

				c o m i c b o o k

				in order of appearance:
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				Bertha Lutz

				1894

				1976

				Brazil

				 A bona fide feminist, Bertha was the daughter of Brazilian doctor and scientist Adolfo Lutz and English nurse Amy Fowler. As a young woman, she studied Biology at the Sorbonne in Paris and returned home with a head full of early 20th-century suffragist ideals. It was 1918, and she was 24 years old. Soon after, she became the second woman to pass a civil service exam in Brazil—to work at the National Museum in Rio de Janeiro, where she remained for four decades until her retirement. She founded the Brazilian Federation for the Progress of Women (FBPF), which contributed fundamentally to women winning the right to vote in 1932. She also became a lawyer, a Congress member, and an advocate for education. When she participated in the San Francisco Conference, Bertha Lutz had already been working for feminist causes for about three decades. She dedicated her entire life to fighting for women’s rights without abandoning her work as a biologist: she was a specialist in anuran amphibians, better known as toads, frogs, and tree frogs.
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				Cora Casselman

				1888

				1964

				Canada

				 During World War I, Cora served in the Canadian army as a nurse. What she saw then with her own eyes influenced her journey, and humanitarian causes became part of her agenda forever. Like many of her contemporaries, she was involved in various institutions related to the fight for women’s right to attend higher education. With an education in Arts, English, and History, she taught for some time, but her main activities were in the political sphere. The fourth female member of parliament elected in her country’s history, she was the first woman to become president and spokesperson of the Canadian parliament.
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				Wu Yi-Fang

				1893

				1985

				China

				 Although her family still followed the Chinese tradition of binding women’s feet to keep them small, they believed that girls should also study. Therefore, Wu had access to education from an early age. Even after tragic losses, including three suicides—her father, brother, and sister—and the death of her mother, she remained dedicated to her education. She was part of the first class to graduate from Ginling Women’s College in Nanjing, where she would later become president. With a scholarship, she earned a master’s and doctorate in Biology at the University of Michigan in the United States. She led social and political organizations in her country and served as a diplomat on several international missions. Her lotus feet were lengthened in a slow and painful process that she decided to undergo as an adult.
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				Minerva Bernardino

				1907

				1998

				Dominican Republic

				 Minerva became aware of feminism when she received a promotion at her public job, but without a raise. The government claimed that it could not pay a woman more than what her male colleagues earned. By then, her parents had already passed away, leaving her orphaned at the age of 15. But their legacy remained with her: a progressive, unconventional education that encouraged independence in their sons and daughters. Minerva believed in the power of women’s right to education and universal suffrage. After the San Francisco Conference, she participated in the UN on several occasions and in different roles, even chairing the Commission on the Status of Women, which she helped to create.
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				Virginia Gildersleeve

				1877

				1965

				United States

				 A woman who lived through the turn of the 20th century. In 1900, she was pursuing a master’s degree in Medieval History at Barnard College, the women’s college affiliated with Columbia University. She earned her doctorate in English Literature from the same institution and served as dean for more than three decades. Virginia was even called the “first lady of Academia” of the United States for her efforts to enable women to attend higher education. For all her work both at home and abroad, she was recognized internationally and invited by President Franklin Roosevelt to join the US delegation to the San Francisco Conference and contribute to the drafting of the UN Charter.
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				Isabel Pinto de Vidal

				1885

				1969

				Uruguay

				 A feminist lawyer, Isabel was born in the first Latin American country to approve women’s suffrage, an achievement that took place in 1927. She contributed to this feat by being one of the editors of the magazine Ação Feminina [Women’s Action], produced by the National Council of Women and dedicated to the fight for the right to vote. She was one of the founders of the organization and served on the commission that dealt with labor rights related to maternity and childhood. Always involved in politics, she ran for office and was elected senator in 1942. She made history alongside other pioneers who ran in the electoral campaign and won a seat in that year’s election. Around the same time she traveled to participate in the San Francisco Conference, Isabel became the first woman to chair the Uruguayan parliament. 
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				Ellen Wilkinson

				1891

				1947

				United Kingdom

				 From a poor family, Ellen was tiny—less than 5 feet tall—and fiercely determined. She stood for labor causes and mobilized large audiences with her speeches. She entered the British Parliament in 1924, elected without even having the right to vote, which was granted in 1918 only to women over 30 who owned property. She participated in the suffrage movement that shook the streets of London and was one of the leaders of the Jarrow March, a protest against hunger and unemployment that took place in 1936. After the San Francisco Conference, she took office as Minister of Education of the United Kingdom and died less than two years later, a victim of respiratory problems that had afflicted her since childhood.
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				Florence Horsbrugh

				1889

				1969

				United Kingdom

				 The Scotswoman developed a taste for politics while volunteering during World War I, when she managed kitchens and canteens for the Ministry of Food. Elected as a conservative member of parliament in 1931, she stood out in the position for over a decade. She was the first woman to speak in response to the king’s speech, a formality that marks the opening of the British Parliament. At the time, Protocol did not even know what attire she should wear, and the occasion had a major impact on the press. During World War II, Florence played an important role in the evacuation of children, suffering injuries from a bomb explosion during an air raid. She worked on issues related to childhood and health and became Minister of Education between 1951 and 1954, during Winston Churchill’s second administration.
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				Amalia de Castillo Ledón

				1898

				1986

				Mexico

				 She became well known for being one of the main figures responsible for Mexican women winning the right to vote and run for office in 1947. A Diplomat, Minister, Ambassador, Chief of Staff, and representative of her country at international meetings, she took on public positions previously held only by men. In Mexico, Amalia’s political work was called state feminism: she founded organizations, promoted reforms, and was very active in issues related to women, children, culture, education, and social justice. As a playwright, she gave women leading roles in her plays and brought issues like divorce, compulsory motherhood, and power and gender relations within families to the stage.
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				Adela de Obregón Santacilia

				1905

				1981

				Mexico

				 As a youngster, she was close to Frida Kahlo, who portrayed her in one of her paintings. In it, Adela appears wearing a white dress and with a short haircut that reflects the vanguard behavior that always marked her personality. She was part of the origin of several institutions in favor of women, including the Women’s University of Mexico, the Ibero-American Women’s Union, and the Association for Child Nutrition. She also wrote books and created a weekly feminist magazine called Nossa Palavra [Our Word]. In her courageous speech at the first congress of the Union of Latin American Universities (now the Union of Latin American and Caribbean Universities) in 1949, surrounded by a group of academics composed mainly of men, she defended women based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, promulgated the previous year.
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				Name

				Date of birth

				Death

				Country

				About

			

		

		
			
				Isabel Sánchez de Urdaneta

				Unknown

				Unknown

				Venezuela

				 A teacher, she worked in early childhood education and participated in the founding of Primary education institutions. She advocated for women’s suffrage in Venezuela and continued to do so even after moving to the United States with her diplomat husband. After the San Francisco Conference, she was present at the Inter-American Commission of Women of the Organization of American States. The meeting took place in Venezuela in 1946, and a year later, women’s suffrage was achieved in the country. Isabel also participated in the group of women who contributed to the drafting of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948.
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				Name

				Date of birth

				Death

				Country

				About

			

		

		
			
				Lucila Pérez Díaz

				1882

				1971

				Venezuela

				 She is considered one of the founders of the feminist movement in Venezuela. A historian and musician, she studied piano and violin with famous teachers of her time and performed in concerts in several countries. In 1928, in Cuba, she was part of the group that initiated the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women. She was the first woman to be vice-director of the National Library and also to take office at the National Academy of History, where she gave a speech defending equality between women and men. She also wrote for Íris magazine, a feminist publication that remained active for over ten years. She was widowed between the wars and became solely responsible for supporting her eight children.
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				Name

				Date of birth

				Death

				Country

				About

			

		

		
			
				Åse Gruda Skard

				1905

				1985

				Norway

				 Her pioneering spirit came from her upbringing: Åse was the daughter of a feminist teacher and an important historian. She was the first woman to start a master’s degree in psychology in Norway. A child psychologist, she believed in democratic and inclusive education. After the Nazi occupation of her country, she went to the United States, where she was already living when she participated in the San Francisco Conference—she did not stay until the end of the proceedings, as she was in her fourth pregnancy. When the war ended, she returned to Oslo and, in the 1970s, became famous for giving family counseling on radio and television. Always active, she published hundreds of articles, participated in lectures and activities with working women, and wrote more than twenty books, one of them with her mother, Karen Grude Koht, on educational psychology. One of her daughters, Torild Skard, who was nine years old at the time of the Conference, is the author of the article “Getting Our History Right: How Were the Equal Rights of Women and Men Included in the Charter of the United Nations?”, which served as an important source of research for this book.
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				Name

				Date of birth

				Death

				Country

				About

			

		

		
			
				Jessie Street

				1889

				1970

				Australia

				 Perhaps it was sports that paved the way for her feminist activism. Younger than 20, she was already captain of the hockey team and one of the founders of the University of Sydney Women’s Sports Association. Throughout her long journey, she led movements and organizations in favor of women’s rights and Aboriginal peoples’ rights—she believed that the reason for these two forms of discrimination was the same: to protect the privileges of white men. The fact that she was a member of the Labor Party and promoted diplomatic relations with the then USSR led her opponents to call her “Red Jessie”, and they also criticized her invitation to attend the meeting in San Francisco. After the conference, with the end of World War II, Jessie traveled to several countries around the world and returned home impressed by what she had seen in Hiroshima.
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				Name

				Date of birth

				Death

				Country

				About

			

		

		
			
				Ruth Bryan Rohde

				1885

				1954

				United States

				 The daughter of a traditional political family in the United States, her lectures and public speeches were always highly sought after. Once, after a leg injury, she made a speech while lying in the hospital bed where she was recovering. In a society where most women simply shadowed their husbands’ public lives, she became a congresswoman for Florida less than a decade after women won the right to vote. At the time, Ruth had just been widowed from her second husband and was the mother of four children—two from her first marriage, from which she had divorced, and two from her second. She married a third time, with the Roosevelt couple hosting the ceremony. After the San Francisco Conference, she was appointed by President Harry Truman as an alternate delegate to the UN General Assembly.
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				San Francisco Conference (1945).

				National Archive of Brazil / Brazilian Federation for Women’s Progress
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				Bertha Lutz campaigning for women’s suffrage in the city of Natal (1928).

				National Archive of Brazil / Brazilian Federation for Women’s Progress

			

		

		
			
				Postcard from the Brazilian Federation for Women’s Progress. 

				Memory Center / University of Campinas
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				Campaign flyer promoting Bertha Lutz for representative of the Autonomist Party of the Federal District (1934).

				National Archive of Brazil / Brazilian Federation for Women’s Progress
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				Marie Curie’s visit to Brazil (1926).

				National Archive of Brazil / Brazilian Federation for Women’s Progress

			

		

		
			
				First International Feminist Congress in Rio de Janeiro (1922).

				National Archive of Brazil / Brazilian Federation for Women’s Progress
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				Bertha Lutz’s voter registration card.

				National Museum of Brazil / Semear Project

			

		

		
			
				San Francisco Conference (1945).

				UN Photo/ McLain
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				San Francisco Conference (1945).

				UN Photo/ McLain
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				National Archive of Brazil — Correio da Manhã Fund
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				REMINISCENCES OF THE SAN FRANCISCO CONFERENCE THAT FOUNDED UNITED NATIONS

				 BERTHA LUTZ

				BRAZILIAN PLENIPOTENTIARY DELEGATE

				 

				 

				At the time when the San Francisco Conference was held, Getulio Vargas was President of the Republic in Brazil. He was a man singularly devoid of prejudices and as ready to entrust the highest public missions to women as to men. Consequently, I was appointed one of the eight Brazilian plenipotentiary delegates. The head of the delegation was the Minister for Foreign Affairs; three were diplomats, the others were a General, and two other members of the Military, including the Air Force.

				Only a few other countries appointed women as full delegates. They were: Canada, China, the Dominican Republic, the United States and Uruguay. The United Kingdom included Miss Eleanor Wilkins and another woman as alternates. Venezuela sent one and Mexico two women counselors. The Soviet Delegation included no women representatives. When queried as to the reason they answered that the flight over the North Pole might have proved too strenuous for women delegates... Nevertheless, they collaborated very fully on all points of special interest to women. Contacts with them were made through Mrs. Jessie Street of Australia and I have no further particulars to add.

				The journey from Brazil to San Francisco was very interesting, especially the part over Central America, a route taken by me on the advice of Mr. Adolph Berle, then American Ambassador to Brazil. The scenery was very impressive and as a special deference to the delegates, the pilot flew right over the plume of one of the active volcanoes, enabling us to peer down into the crater. Be it said in passing that in Venezuela an ill-advised member of the staff of the air company tried to disembark me so as to ensure priority to a man friend of his. He evidently failed to realize that a small woman might represent a great country at an International Assembly. 

				 

				Our first encounter with the American woman delegate and the British women alternates was neither pleasant nor reassuring. Miss Gildersleeve invited us to a very modest tea, which most of my colleagues were wise enough not to attend. During it she started to ask me questions about my qualifications since, as 
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				she put it, she wished to place me... To this I merely answered: Try Percy B. Martin’s “Who’s Who in Latin America”. She went on to say that she hoped I was not going to ask for anything for women in the Charter since that would be a very vulgar thing to do. I informed her that on the contrary, the need to defend the rights of women was the main reason why the Brazilian Government had put me on the delegation. Miss Wilkinson explained that she was on the King’s Privy Council, that she was the first woman to gain that distinction and that nothing further was needed since it proved that women had arrived. “I am afraid not,” I had to tell her, “it only means that you have arrived. Furthermore, when I was last in England Miss Bondfield was already a member of the Privy Council.”

				That tea was a prelude to subsequent happenings. Miss Gildersleeve continued to embarrass us with her old-fashioned and narrow views. Miss Wilkinson also continued to be a thorn in the flesh. The Chinese woman turned out to be the most consummate “yes” sister, following abjectly in the American lead.

				Even the League of Women Voters, who were then already beginning to contract away from their former broad views, were afraid and ashamed to work for women’s interests. They caused me much acute suffering, relieved only, in the measure dependent on her, by Mrs. Ruth Bryan Rhode, who had been appointed by President Roosevelt to assist the women delegates. The main comfort came later, when Mrs. Catt told both the League and me, in very decisive terms, that her Brazilian daughter was right in the matter, however rough she might have been to them. The men were even more astonished than the women at the pusillanimity of the American delegate and her followers.

				 

				There were a few great men present who were very helpful to us. The Preamble of the Charter, written by Field Marshall J.C. Smuts, held out the principle of “the equal rights of men and women and of nations great or small.” He had evidently been inspired by the need of finding a wording that would be acceptable to his own delegation. At the opening general meeting, the Chief of the Indian delegation, Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar, stated clearly that [the] United Nations would not succeed unless it united the efforts of both men and women towards its high objectives. These two declarations helped us greatly on our way. Right through our thorny path some other eminent men or leaders of delegations assisted us in every way. I would mention the Premier of New Zealand, Sir Peter Frazer, the head of the Turkish delegation 
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				and a number of recently emancipated African delegations, also the Soviet representatives working with Mrs. Street. 

				Wishing to obtain something more than platonic wishes, I consulted Sir Ramaswami as to the most effective manner of obtaining implementation. He suggested trying to obtain a Sub-Committee on the Status of Women. As seen below, we did try and did obtain it. A number of other amendments, calling for the inclusion of women in the main organs of the new international body were also presented by me on behalf of the Brazilian delegation and were faithfully supported by the head of our delegation, Ambassador Leão Velloso. On my invitation, some of the Latin American women delegates supported these proposals, especially Miss Minerva Bernardino of the Dominican Republic.

				On the advice of Sir Ramaswami, the support of the Latin American women was also looked for before presenting the proposal for a special Subcommittee on the Status of Women. The two full delegates agreed, though at first the Dominican one was somewhat afraid that the new Committee might stand in the way of the Interamerican Commission of Women of the Organization of American States, of which she was an efficient president for a number of years. 

				The Uruguayan woman, Senator Isabel Vidal, supported the proposal fully and the text was drawn up by a professor of International Law who was one of the Uruguayan delegates. At one moment, a group of very young and inexperienced American diplomats almost wrecked it by trying to improve it so as to help us. They were sternly told to refrain as their proposal was very amateurish; luckily, they took it in good part.

				The idea of the Subcommittee steadily gained ground. Great interest was aroused on the day when the proposal was presented. Almost every delegation had promised support. The only one dead against it was Miss Gildersleeve. She did not come to the meeting herself but sent a proxy who read her speech. Realizing how unpopular her position was, she retired immediately and did not remain to vote. The Chinese woman also refrained from voting. I had previously presented the women’s point of view to the British delegation. They offered to refrain from voting if their “lady delegates” (who being alternates had no vote) were still in San Francisco. Otherwise, they would vote in favour. They were still there and the delegation abstained. All the other delegations voted in favour and almost all of them 
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				spoke so as to support the proposal. Among the most eloquent and impressive speakers was Sir Peter Frazer. The Australian Premier also defended it and so did the Soviet delegate. The motion was carried unanimously.

				The League of Women Voters continued to be very sore despite Mrs. Catt’s support of the Brazilian delegate. Later however the American Federation of Soroptimist Clubs generously gave me their first 28 years AWARD for the work done in San Francisco by me. Since then we have not had much help from the more conservative North American groups, including Mrs. Roosevelt when she was a member of United Nations. 

				The idea, however, prospered and later the Subcommittee became a full Committee and was able to do good work. For some peculiar reason, one of the few countries who have never been on it, except for a very short period, is Brazil, who was the author of the proposal. Even during that period, the Brazilian Ambassador to United Nations told me of the opposition of the League of Women Voters to my name. It is a strange psychological paradox that often those who are emancipated by the efforts of others are loth to acknowledge the source of their freedom. 

				There were other interesting aspects of the San Francisco Conference. Most countries put their women plenipotentiary delegates on the Social Economic programme. Unlike them, Brazil made use of the delegate on Committees of political interest. Thus I became a member of the Committee that had to pass on the Soviet proposal of the “Veto”, ensured to the great powers. The Brazilian doctrine was against it, like that of the majority of the Latin American Republics. Owing to the intense efforts deployed in favour of the veto by the North Americans, we compromised on the stand that the veto should not apply to future revisions of the Charter. I did a great deal of spadework and was almost successful. I would have been entirely so had not Canada instructed her Ambassador, Leslie Pearson, to refrain from fighting the veto and had not one of the Latin American delegates failed to put in an appearance at the right time for voting. When the matter came up in the plenary, a great deal more work had been done by the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R delegations. The American Republics decided to abstain from voting, with the exception of Cuba and Colombia that boldly voted against the veto. The vote came up in the we sma’ hours after nearly twenty-four hours of work. Had the abstentions been counted, the measure would not have passed.
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				When the Conference was drawing towards its end, no female voice had been raised in the full Assembly. The Brazilian Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Velloso asked the opportunity for the Brazilian woman delegate to address the meeting, which I did in an impromptu speech. 

				 

				The signing of the Charter was very impressive. While we waited in a great drawing room, the head of the Peruvian delegation, diplomat by profession and musician by vocation, gave us a piano recital of masterpieces. The delegations were called in one by one and signed the document in a most dramatic setting. Only four women’s signatures were appended, those of the American, the Chinese, the Brazilian and the Dominican plenipotentiary delegates. The Canadian and the Uruguayan women were no longer in San Francisco, and the others were not entitled to sign for their countries. However, the precedent was established then and there.

				Since then, a quarter of a century has passed. Women have even presided the Assembly. They have attained much, but they have not yet attained full equality everywhere. Men still cling to the topmost ranks and it is only in the Constitutional Monarchies that women may become the head of the state, as in Britain, Holland and in the last century also in Brazil.

				International affairs are still far from fully satisfactory, perhaps in part because of the restrictions mentioned in the last paragraph. As Field Marshall Smuts and the Brazilian woman delegate both emphasized: United Nations is one more attempt, but it is neither the first nor will it be the last to work towards World Union through peace and justice.
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				This comic book was created based on the text 

				“Reminiscences of the San Francisco Conference that founded the United Nations, 1945.”

				The document was written by Bertha Lutz and is located at the Fawcett Library, London Guildhall University, Margery Corbett Ashby, papers, box 483.

				It came to the attention of the authors of this book through historian Teresa Cristina de Novaes Marques.
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				T H ER E C O L L E C T I O N S O F D r. L u t z

				by Teresa Cristina de Novaes Marques
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				At some point in 1970, Bertha Lutz sat down at her typewriter to record her memories of the San Francisco Conference. In August 1965, when she reached the maximum age for public service, she had retired from the National Museum, where she had worked since 1919. 

				Her departure from the working world was filled with tributes. She was awarded the title of Professor Emeritus of the University of Brazil, now the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ). It was a curious way to honor her, since Lutz had never taught, although she had conducted extensive research on zoology. The list of scientific papers she published is almost as extensive as the list of political positions she held throughout her intense life dedicated to women’s rights and nature conservation.

				 

				Looking back on everything she had done up to that point, Bertha was especially proud of her short term in the Lower House of Congress between 1936 and 1937, and of her participation in the Brazilian delegation to the international conference convened to draft the United Nations Charter between April and June 1945. Now that she no longer had to work daily in the laboratories of the National Museum, perhaps she would be able to organize the many boxes of documents she kept in her spacious home in Alto da Boa Vista, shared with another passion besides politics—animals? But first, she needed to finish her notes on her experience as a plenipotentiary delegate at the most important international conference held to prepare the world for the approaching postwar period.

				 

				It was not the first time she had stirred her memory about events she had been part of. In fact, remembering was always one of her most frequent political exercises. It was a kind of an educational exercise so that new generations would know who had done what and how much each advance in women’s rights had cost. That is why she recorded her memories of the campaign for the right to vote, a victory achieved in 1932. She kept the drafts of petitions and projects drawn up by her and her collaborators at the Brazilian Federation for Women’s Progress. She collected and organized the working papers of her father, the scientist Adolfo Lutz. She kept copies of letters she sent and received (and there were many!).

				Back in 1931, under the tension surrounding the poorly received events surrounding Vargas’s seizure of power, a politician from Rio Grande do Sul who was still relatively unknown in the rest 
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				of the country, Bertha wrote to her American friend Carrie Chapman Catt. She told her friend that Vargas was a dictator. In her memoirs of San Francisco, written almost forty years later, Vargas appeared in Bertha’s mind as a “man without prejudice.” Such are the vagaries of memory: at each stage of life, we reevaluate the meanings of what we have experienced. After so many years and countless personal and political situations, it is clear that Bertha had softened her critical view of the president. The dictator she had met in 1931 had become “a man without prejudice.” There is a certain exaggeration in it, of course. Perhaps pragmatic would be the best way to describe Vargas, but it is not our place to judge memories, only to point out their inconsistencies. 

				 

				What motivated Vargas to appoint Lutz to the Brazilian delegation? In August 1944, when the prospect of a major conference was not yet certain, the press, controlled by the Department of Press and Propaganda (DIP), suggested that Bertha was a strong candidate to be part of the delegation. Not long before, US President Roosevelt had announced that he would appoint a woman to his country’s delegation. The choice fell on an austere university professor named Virginia Gildersleeve.

				 

				During the rest of 1944, events unfolded rapidly. First, Foreign Minister Oswaldo Aranha fell out with the government. He argued that the time had come to begin the transition to democracy and was forced to resign. Then, the Dumbarton Oaks Conference happened near the US capital, and Brazil wasn’t invited to join. Even worse, the outcome of the talks between the five major powers there—the US, Britain, France, the Soviet Union, and China—really bothered Latin American countries. Held between August and October 1944, the Dumbarton Oaks Conference laid the foundations for what would become the United Nations. The approved proposal for international organization provided for a power structure that concentrated authority in the members of the security council, who would act with veto power. At the end of the year, while Vargas still nurtured the expectation that Brazil would occupy a seat on the security council of the organization to be created, the thinking core of Itamaraty had already ruled out this possibility as bringing more harm than good. Diplomats considered, instead, applying political energy to the proposal to revise the statute of the international organization, at a time to be defined. They intended to postpone the political conflict that would inevitably result from any revision.
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				Amidst all this noise, the members of the delegation began preparations for the San Francisco Conference. Bertha and the other appointed delegates attended numerous study meetings at the Itamaraty Palace in downtown Rio de Janeiro. On these occasions, Bertha was able to talk extensively with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Pedro Leão Velloso. Bertha confided to her longtime friend Jerônima Mesquita her surprise at Velloso’s progressive stance, going so far as to write to her friend Jerônima that Velloso was a feminist.

				 

				However, it is impossible to separate the personal convictions of the veteran diplomat from the foreign policy interests of Brazil at that turbulent time. The fact is that Bertha found space to express her support for a new international commitment to defend women’s rights and dignity. Thus, Itamaraty supported the initiatives of the Mexican and Dominican Republic delegations at the preparatory conference for San Francisco, which took place in Mexico City in February 1945. Bertha did not attend this meeting, but the Brazilian delegation presented for consideration a document drafted by the Brazilian Federation for Women’s Progress, that is, by Bertha and her collaborators. Not only that, but the Brazilian delegation voted in favor of the proposal drafted by Minerva Bernadino (Dominican Republic) and Amalia Castillo Ledón (Mexico). Together, these activists, supported by their respective countries, sought to expand the ambitions of the international agreement and make respect for women’s rights, including the right to vote, a far-reaching commitment.

				 

				The commitments made in February 1945 had effects in the short and medium term. Immediately, Latin American countries left the Mexican capital confident that they could reverse aspects of the plan conceived at Dumbarton Oaks in their favor. In the medium term, dialogue at the inter-American level intensified and resulted in two conventions that representatives of the countries of the region would sign at the American Conference in Bogotá, in May 1948. One convention provided for a commitment to extend political rights to women on the continent, and the other provided for reforms in women’s civil rights.

				 

				This atmosphere favorable to positions in favor of human rights was reflected in the guidelines given to the Brazilian delegation, which reached Bertha a month before she left to California. In this document, which is now preserved in the archives in Brasília, the foreign policy maker wrote that the world was traumatized 
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				by the ongoing war and that its reconstruction required basing the new organization on broad moral principles.

				 

				With her documents in hand and instructions studied, Bertha embarked for the United States. She had been tasked with negotiating ways to promote the revision of the statute of the organization to be created. This was her primary commitment at the conference. As her records show, and as permitted by the guidelines received from Itamaraty, she was able to work on other issues in parallel with her commitment to participate in the negotiations in the subcommittee where the proposed revision of the charter would be discussed.

				 

				At that time, commercial planes took days to cross the continent from south to north. The trips included 24-hour rest stops. Thus, Bertha gathered her papers, hats, and suits made especially for the occasion and began her journey through Rio de Janeiro. A stop in Belém do Pará, a few hours’ rest at the hotel, a new leg of the journey the next day, when they spotted an active volcano in Guatemala. More stops, more rest, and finally, they arrived in the city of San Francisco. 

				 

				Having recovered from the long journey, Bertha began talking to people. She was not there as a technical advisor, but as a delegate with the power to propose and vote. She learned, unpleasantly, that other female delegates did not see her as an equal. Her meeting with the American delegate, Virginia Gildersleeve, and the British delegate, Ellen Wilkinson, did not go as she had expected. She had hoped to find support there for proposing agendas to defend women’s rights and was frustrated. However, she did not keep the bad impressions from this meeting to herself. She immediately began writing to her acquaintances and friends in the wide network of feminist contacts she had maintained for decades. Twenty-five years later, she again recorded her memory of the famous tea party that did not go well.

				 

				She received messages of support from her longtime friend Carrie Chapman Catt, but her main interlocutors were right there at the conference. The Latin American delegates, Amalia Castillo Ledón, Lutz, and Minerva Bernardino, along with the technical advisor to the Australian delegation, Jessie Street, began to meet regularly to find ways to include wording in the text under discussion that would reflect the aspirations of these women and the millions of women they represented.
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				It was a very difficult task. The meetings of the subcommittee in which Bertha participated began early in the morning. It took a great deal of attention to follow the work and not let undesirable proposals slip through. The pace set by the organizers was very fast, perhaps to prevent the initial project, the one from 1944, from undergoing profound changes. The subcommittee meetings were followed by informal gatherings, snacks, and dinners. That was how politics was done; it was necessary to talk a lot in order to arrive the next day with a proposal ready to be included on the agenda. While Bertha worked to ensure that women’s rights were not overlooked in the United Nations Charter (the conference ultimately opted for this name), the head of the delegation, Leão Velloso, watched her and gave her the green light: go ahead!

				One word captured the attention of the conference circuits that Bertha attended. That word was Equality. In the committee responsible for drafting the Preamble, and other articles that would contain the moral principles of the future United Nations, the confrontation between different drafting proposals raised tensions to the maximum. In vain, delegate Gildersleeve proposed another text that she claimed was more grammatically precise in English. Her text did not include the word Equality. The text written by Lutz, Bernardino, and Castillo Ledón, with valuable suggestions from many people, ultimately prevailed. No form of discrimination based on sex, race, or religion would be tolerated.

				 

				In a similar collaborative effort, Bertha submitted a proposal to create a body to study the status of women in the future organization. Although she could not count on the votes of the US, British, and Chinese delegations for the proposal, she had the support of the Latin American delegations, the Soviet Union, and many others. There were enough votes to include women’s rights on the permanent agenda of the United Nations. Thus, the Commission on the Status of Women still exists today and promotes important actions in favor of women in the countries that are members of the UN. 

				Writing the United Nations Charter was equivalent to writing a constitution. Unlike a constitution designed to regulate the political and social life of a country’s inhabitants, the Charter was applicable to a vast universe of people.
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				In truth, the Preamble was drafted with a broad commitment to equal rights and the rejection of all forms of intolerance. However, the other participants in the conference negotiated the wording of Article 2 of the Charter, which contained the principle that the organization would have no power to intervene in countries in matters of a domestic nature. It is true that this provision, which was surreptitiously included during the debates, undermined some of the strength that the Preamble conferred on the organization. It is also true that the final text of the United Nations Charter, in the form that resulted from the joint efforts of Lutz and many others at the conference, provided a platform for action, a precedent for political decision-making that could be invoked whenever a proposal to restrict rights was under discussion. 

				 

				We know that words alone do not change the world. However, when the right words are given political energy by activists, they promote discussion that can alter the parameters of human interaction, define the limits of what is tolerable, and establish when it is time to stop discriminatory practices.
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				Teresa Cristina de Novaes Marques

				Historian and Professor at the University of Brasília
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				OUR UNTOLD STORIES

				Bertha Lutz wanted to be remembered. Before she died, at over 80 years old, she donated all the material she had kept about her work and activism to institutions. She knew she had made history and that the history of women was untold.

				So when we decided to turn what she told us in her Reminiscences of the San Francisco Conference that founded the United Nations into a comic book, we agreed that the narrative would remain in Bertha’s hands, that she herself would be in control. Quite to her liking, in fact.

				Our proposal has always been to keep as much of the original script as possible, which features sharp dialogue, plot twists, allies and antagonists, and describes the atmosphere of the time. Very few moments required supporting text, additional lines, or adaptations. The dramatic arc was maintained in its entirety.

				The biggest challenge was understanding the historical event and figuring out where each event took place. How did the participants arrive in San Francisco? Where did the fateful tea party take place? What clothes did the members of the delegations wear? Where did they stay, eat, meet, and give speeches? What was the style of the buildings and decor? Was it too cold? How could one visualize, for example, the idea of “a small woman representing a great nation”? The result is on page 24.

				The text of the reminiscences appeared in the narration and in several speech bubbles. The project consultant, historian Teresa Cristina de Novaes Marques, shared with us other documents typed by Bertha Lutz, which we also used for the dialogue texts. This can be seen on pages 54 and 55, when our protagonist explains to her fellow delegates the importance of women’s rights in the fight against fascism. The term “anachronistic anti-feminist,” which we love, was written by Bertha in a letter to refer to Virginia Gildersleeve—we used the expression in the thought bubble on page 31.

				Our choice to use historical texts in the composition of the narrative is also evident in the radio news on pages 15, 25, 26, and 27, which were taken from newspapers of the time. The San Francisco Conference was widely publicized in 1945, both in Brazil and around the world. Even so, it is difficult to find in-depth information about what happened behind the 
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				Amma and Angélica, 

				October 2021.

			

		

		
			
				scenes of the conclave and, even more so, of course, about the participation of women. There were very few women at this event dominated by white men from all over the planet, and finding out more about their lives was a fascinating part of the work. Even those who opposed or contributed nothing to the inclusion of the word “woman” in the UN Charter had very interesting life trajectories and subverted in some way the order of the place destined for their gender. Their stories also deserve to be told. And we deserve to know them.

				In addition to written documentation, the research included photos, movie scenes, and clips from documentaries. To create the characters, we immersed ourselves in the costumes of the time, and conducted numerous tests until we arrived at the final design. We also relied on the keen eye of Faw Carvalho, responsible for the color, and graphic designers Gabriel Nascimento and Carol Rossetti, who are always with us in our projects. The mentorship of comic book artist and illustrator Ana Luiza Koehler contributed immensely to shaping the final script and making the Brazilian woman’s trajectory beyond her contribution to the conference more present in the comic book.

				Part of the documentation donated by Bertha Lutz was sent by her to the National Archives. Another part, which included recordings of her voice, became part of the collection of the National Museum in Rio de Janeiro—all of this material, which was stored there along with part of the memory of Brazilian feminism, was lost in the fire that destroyed the institution in 2018. 
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				SKETCHBOOK

				By Amma
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				I would like to thank Thiago for his ongoing partnership. To Faw for agreeing to this project. To my daughter Iara for her tips, to Nina for her readings, and to my parents for their support and inspiration.

				I can’t help but be grateful for the process I went through with Lady’s Comics, alongside Samanta Coan, Samara Horta, and Lu Cafaggi. It was the experiences I had through this website/collective that made me believe that I can create comic books too. We all can.

				Amma

			

		

		
			
				I would like to thank historian Teresa Cristina de Novaes Marques, who generously sent me the historical documents that guided the script. Also to historians Branca Moreira Alves and Gláucia Fraccaro, and journalists Ivy Farias and Cibele Tenório, who shared with me the precious information they had about Bertha. To my daughter Tarsila and my nephews Catarina, Theo, and Enrico for helping me see the future in the present. 

				Angélica Kalil

			

		

		
			
				We also thank each other for the friendship that unites us in art, feminism, and the hope for a more just world.

				<3

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				124

			

		

		
			
				C R E D I T S

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				125

			

		

		
			
				Amma (Mariamma Fonseca)

				With a background in journalism and visual arts, Amma created the Lady’s Comics website, about women and comics, and coordinates a comic book library in her hometown, Eunápolis, in Bahia. She is currently enrolled in a postgraduate course entitled “The book for children: contemporary processes of creation, circulation, and mediation” at A Casa Tombada, São Paulo. Amma lives in Belo Horizonte, where she works as a freelance illustrator. 

				Instagram @mariammaf

			

		

		
			
				Angélica Kalil

				Screenwriter and editor, Angélica has experience in educational audiovisual productions, having worked for TV Cultura, Canal Futura, Sesc, and Univesptv. She has a degree in journalism and a postgraduate degree in screenwriting for film and television from the Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain. Born in Porto Alegre, she lives in São Paulo. 

				Instagram @kalilangelica

			

		

		
			
				Faw Carvalho

				Graduated in journalism in a town of Bahia, where she was born, and has a postgraduate degree in visual arts education from UFMG, in Belo Horizonte. In the capital of Minas Gerais, she researched illustrated books and image reading in art education and studied arts and comics. Faw currently lives in Salvador and works as an illustrator for independent publications and in stationery production.

				Instagram @fawcarvalho
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necessary.
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The subcommittee's idea gradually gained ground, and great
interest was drawn on the day the proposal was presented.

Praise for their compatriots left a
lasting impression on the delegates
from both large and small powers."’

‘a.n. - Although she had support from many men, Bertha also caused

scowfort and was called by some Amwerican and British delegates
Lutzwaffe", in reference to the Nazi air force, the Luftwaffe-a
term similar to "feminaz which would come to be used in the 21st
century to disqualify feminist women.
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Even the League of Women Voters', who Were then already
beginning to distance themselves from their former wide-ranging
views, were afraid and ashamed to work for women's interests.

‘authors’ note - This non-partisan organization was founded in the
US after women Won the right to vote, With the purpose of enabling
greater participation by women in public affairs.
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Roosevelt to assist the
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Comfort came later, when Ms.
Catt, founder of the League
of Women Voters, told both
the League and myself, in
very decisive terms, that
her Brazilian daughter was
right in the matter,
however rude she might
have been to them.
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On the advice of
Ramaswami, the
support of Latin
American women was
also sought before
the proposal for a
special
Subcommittee on the
Status of Women was
presented.

The Uruguayan delegate, Senator
Isabel Vidal, supported the
proposal fully and the text was
drawn up by a professor of
International Law from her
country.

At my invitation,
other delegates also
joined us, especially
Minerva Bernardino
from the Dominican
Republic.
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Since then, a quarter of a century has passed.

Women have even presided over the General Assembly. They
have already achieved a great deal, but they have not yet
achieved full equality everywhere.
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The signing of the UN Charter was truly
impressive.

While we waited in a large room, the head of the
Peruvian delegation, a diplomat by profession and
musician by vocation, gave us a piano recital of

masterpieces. [WV\

The delegations were called one by one and signed |

the document in a more dramatic setting. //T

Among the 160 signatories, there were only four
women.
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The men were
even moTe
astonished than
the women at the
spinelessness of
the American

delegate and her
followers.
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Consequently, I was invited to
be a part of the Brazilian
delegation, as a plenipotentiary
delegate.

Qur delegation was composed
of eight delegates with full
rights,

including the
right to sign
the final
document of the
conference.
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present who Were very helpful
to us.

The Preamble of the Charter
written by South African Field
Marshall J.C. Smuts held out
the principle of:

He had evidently been inspired by
the need of finding a wording that
would be acceptable to his own

delegation.
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When queried as
to the reason,
they answered
that:

Nevertheless, they collaborated very fully on all points of
special interest to women. Contact with them was made through
Ms. Jessie Street of Australia.

e
and I have no further particulars
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Right through our thorny path, a few other eminent men or
delegations leaders assisted us in every way.

I would mention the
Prime Minister of
New Zealand,

the head of the Tu
delega
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...the United Nations is yet another attempt, but it
will not be the first nor the last to strive for

global unity through peace and justice.
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Qur first encounter with the
American woman delegate and the
British women alternates was
neither pleasant nor reassuring.

Ms. Gildersleeve invited us to a
very modest tea, which most of my
colleagues were wise emough not to
attend.

And she started to pose questions
regarding my qualifications since,
as she herself said, she wished to
place me.
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REMINISCENCES OF THE SAN

FRANCISCO CONFERENCE THAT
FOUNDED THE UNITED NATIONS
BERTHA LUTZ - Brazilian
plenipotentiary delegate

At the time when the
San Francisco
Conference was held,
Getulio Vargas was
President of the
Republic in Brazil.

He was a man
singularly devoid
of prejudices...

...and as ready to
entrust the highest
public missions to
women as to men.
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Virginia Gildersleeve continued to embarrass us with her
old-fashioned and narrow views. "

“authors' note: In her opinion, the militant and theatrical feminism of Latin
American women was only necessary in countTies she considered "backward".

And Wu Yi-Fang ended up following the American leadership
wherever it went.*
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- For her

the princi

n of humanity into men and women went against
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The idea flourished,
and later the
Subcommittee became
a full Committee

and did a good job.

e

For some peculiar
reason, one of the
few countries that
never joined this
committee—except for
a very short
period—-was Brazil,
which proposed its
creation.
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The plenipotentiary delegates:

American,

Chinese,

and Brazilian.

Dominican,
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The other delegations voted in favor and almost all of them spoke
positively about the proposal. Among the most eloquent and
impressive speakers was the one from New Zealand. The Australian
prime minister was also in favor, as was the Soviet delegate.
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The only person
decidedly against
it was Virginia
Gilderslegve.

USA

The American woman
did not attend the
meeting herself, but
sent u proxy to read
her speech.

Realizing how
unpopular her
position was, she
withdrew immediately
and did not stay for
the vote.

VSA|

CHINA

The Chinese woman
also refrained from

voting.

To avoid causing friction with

their female colleagues,
the male British

against it,

who were

delegates abstained from voting.





OEBPS/image/Pag71_cor.jpg
el 7 7T 00 L= jJL L5

i) ( \x\w\\\o\\\\/
SN

Bl L 1 AL e

;\...

—y, D

LEZ 1/

I <SS }
———





OEBPS/image/vinheta_fechamento.png





OEBPS/image/167.png





OEBPS/image/perfil_personagens1_0000_IsabelUrduaneta.png





OEBPS/image/imagem_extra_09.jpg





OEBPS/image/Dupla30e31_cor.jpg





OEBPS/image/Pag69_cor.jpg
Men still cling to the highest

echelons. ..

and it is only in
constitutional

monarchies that
Women can become
heads of state, as
in England, the
Netherlands, and,
in the 19th
century, Brazil.
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Virginia Gildersleeve went on to say that she hoped I was

not going to ask for anything for women in the Charter:
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African delegations,

and also the Soviet representatives working with Jessie Street.
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...might represent a great
country at an International
Assembly.
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