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The Alexandre de Gusmao Foundation (FUNAG) has concluded a 

project, initiated in 2006, for the creation of the largest free digital library 

on foreign affairs, foreign policy and diplomatic memory of Brazil. 

Currently, the collection comprises approximately 600 publications, 

including manuals about history and economy, which help students 

prepare themselves for admission tests at universities and institutions 

such as the Rio Branco Institute. This library, available on the website 

www.funag.gov.br, allows a broadening of the knowledge of disciplines 

required to the comprehension of the world and the country’s external 

agenda, as well as fulfills the pedagogical mission of FUNAG by 

collaborating with the formation of a public opinion sensible to the 

concerns of the international context. 

The books, downloaded free of charge, have contributed, on the one 

hand, to the democratization of access to knowledge on international 

relations in Brazil and, on the other, to the presence of Brazilian 

diplomatic thinking in important opinion-making publishing markets 

abroad. The collection includes foreign classics, translated into Portuguese 

and presented by Brazilian experts, as well as historical documents of 

importance to Brazilian foreign policy and works of interest to the country 

on contemporary issues, written by professors and diplomats, besides 

researches and debates. 

Those publications are organized into thematic collections, which 

guide the reader. Among them, the highlights are Em poucas palavras (“In 

a Few Words”), intended for a wide audience aimed at the synthetic 

dissemination of the knowledge of relevant topics to international 

relations; Teses do Curso de Altos Estudos (“Theses of Advanced Studies 

Course”), which presents works by counselors from the diplomatic career 

and subjected to the examining board of the Rio Branco Institute; Política 



Externa Brasileira (“Brazilian Foreign Policy”) which gathers works of 

distinguished scholars within the aforementioned discipline, such as 

Professor Gelson Moura and Maria Regina Soares; Relações Internacionais 

(“International Relations”), which offers a global analysis of contemporary 

themes, such as the BRICS and the law of the sea; Clássicos IPRI (“IPRI 

Classics”), with essential texts that enshrined the international relations 

discipline; and study tools, such as the Manual do Candidato (“Candidate’s 

Handbook”), aimed at those interested in the admission test to the 

diplomatic career and in courses pertaining to international relations. 

The exposure of global communication works on the internet has 

enabled the access to the foundation’s portal to users not only from Brazil 

and the Brazilian community abroad, but also to foreigners around the 

world. Last year, around 60% of access and downloads of FUNAG’s books 

corresponded to visits from outside the Brazilian territory, which 

demonstrates the increasing interest of other countries in Brazil. The list 

of external visits is headed by the United States, China and Germany, and 

it has been spreading, including in Portuguese-speaking countries. 

FUNAG’s book downloads, between January and November 2014, have 

surpassed the register of 1 million, an outcome 50.8% superior in 

comparison to the same period in 2013. As stated by coordinators of 

international relations courses, the aforementioned books have been 

accessed and shared by students in different ways, which causes a 

multiplier effect over the dissemination of content. Consequently, the 

range of FUNAG’s published works has been much higher than the official 

statistics indicate. 

The knowledge of international relations represents a challenge for 

the globalization process and for the growing interdependency among 

countries. The high cost of books and the unavailability of books in 

Portuguese were barriers to the understanding and to the capacity of 

autonomous formulation of ideas over the discipline’s context. Currently, 

the situation has been changing on account of availability of information, 

understanding of international relations in foreign languages, as well as 

the expansion of the capacity for critical analysis of relevant issues. 



I hope this free digital library may continue to allow an increasing 

number of Brazilians of all social classes and different regions of the 

country to read good books on this multidisciplinary universe, and 

collaborate to spreading the research and specialized Brazilian literature 

abroad. 
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