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The knowledge on international relations constitutes a challenge of globalization and 

the growing interdependency between countries. The high prices of books and their 

unavailability in Portuguese have once been barriers to the understanding and capacity 

of autonomous formulation of ideas in the context of that field. Nowadays, the 

situation has been changing in light of the availability of information and free access to 

important digital libraries, which allow for an understanding of international relations 

and also contribute to the development of the capacity for critical analysis of issues of 

the Brazilian foreign agenda. 

The Alexandre de Gusmão Foundation (Funag) maintains the largest free digital library 

on international relations, foreign policy and Brazilian diplomatic memory. Currently, 

the collection comprises approximately 600 publications, including manuals about 

history and economics, which help students prepare themselves for admission tests at 

universities and institutions such as the Rio Branco Institute. This library, available on 

the website www.funag.gov.br, allows for a broadening of the knowledge of disciplines 

required to the comprehension of the world and the role of Brazil in that context. It 

also fulfills the pedagogical mission of helping the formation of a public opinion 

sensible to issues related to the international context. 

Available for download free of charge, the books have contributed, on the one hand, 

to the democratization of access to knowledge on international relations in Brazil and, 

on the other, to taking our ideas, concepts, and values to important cultural centers 

abroad. This public diplomacy initiative has helped in the defense of the country’s 

interests, as it facilitates their understanding. The collection includes, in addition to 

foreign classics translated into Portuguese and presented by Brazilian experts, 

historical documents of importance to Brazilian foreign policy and works on 

contemporary issues written by professors and diplomats, as well as researches and 

debates of interest to the country and its partners. 

Those publications are organized in thematic collections. Among them, the highlights 

are “Em poucas palavras” (In a Few Words), aimed at the publication of synthetic views 

on topics of importance to international relations; “Teses do Curso de Altos Estudos” 

(Theses from the Course of Higher Studies), which presents works that were written by 

counselors of the diplomatic career, subjected to an examining board of the Rio Branco 

Institute; “Política Externa Brasileira” (Brazilian Foreign Policy) which gathers works of 

distinguished scholars; “Relações Internacionais” (International Relations), which 

analyzes contemporary matters within a global scope; “Clássicos IPRI” (IPRI Classics), 



with texts that formed the basis of the discipline of International Relations; and study 

guides, such as the “Manual do Candidato” (Candidate’s Handbook), aimed at those 

interested in the admission test to the diplomatic career and in courses pertaining to 

international relations. 

The availability of the publications on the internet has enabled the knowledge of the 

Foundation’s website not only by users in Brazil and the Brazilian community abroad, 

but also by foreigners worldwide. In the first semester of 2016, from a total of over 

755 thousand accesses to that database and book downloads, 66% correspond to 

accesses from overseas, which reflects the interest centered on Brazil. The list of 

foreign accesses is topped by the United States (18%), followed by China (14%), and 

Germany (8%), and it has been expanding, including in Portuguese-speaking countries, 

such as Mozambique, Portugal, and Angola. Recently, there has been great interest 

from countries in the Mercosur, especially Argentina. 

In the last 12 months, Funag has already reached the 1.5 million mark for downloaded 

books, a result 6% higher than the corresponding period in 2015. According to 

coordinators of International Relations courses, the referred publications have been 

shared by their students in different ways, which causes a multiplying effect of content 

dissemination. Thus, the reach of the books is even greater than the official statistics 

may indicate. As of 2016, new accessibility resources are available to facilitate reading 

to people with visual impairments, who, through this new tool, will be able to better 

understand the universe of international relations.  

Funag’s goal is that its free digital library continues to help an increasing number of 

Brazilians of every social class and different regions of the country to read high-quality 

books on this multidisciplinary universe. The Foundation also seeks to help the 

dissemination of researches and specialized literature abroad, promoting to opinion-

making editorial markets around the world access to the Brazilian way of thinking. In 

2016, Funag was recognized once again by a research from the University of 

Pennsylvania, a specialist in this classification, as one of the best government-affiliated 

think tanks in the world. 
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