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Legal Cooperation Conventions

International protection of 

children, matrimonial and 

familial relations

International 

commercial and 

financial law

1961 Apostille Convention

1965 Service Convention

1970 Evidence Convention

International litigation 

and civil procedure



HCCH Convention of 5 October 1961 Abolishing the 

Requirement of Legalisation for Foreign Public Documents

Apostille Convention
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Simplified Procedure

Issuance of Apostille

by “Competent Authority” 

in State of Origin

Verification of Apostille 

in register of 

“Competent Authority” 

of State of Origin

one step
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Apostille



… “on the territory of” …

Verifies only the origin 

(signature, capacity, seal/stamp)

Must be attached

Model with 10 standard items

Register

(Apostille number, date, names, capacity, authority)

Legal Requirements



117 Contracting Parties

NB: Boundaries on this map are based upon those used by the UN Cartographic Section. The number of States reflects the Parties as recorded by the Depositary (NL MFA). Neither should be taken to imply official endorsement or acceptance.



electronic Apostille Programme



Functional Equivalence

“an Apostille validly issued in one Contracting 

Party to to the Convention must be accepted in 

another Contracting Party to the Convention”



Two Components
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e-Apostille
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Two Components

Verification of Apostille 

in register of 

“Competent Authority” 

of State of Origin

S
ta

te
o
f 
D

e
st

in
at

io
n

S
ta

te
o
f 
O

ri
gi

n

(2) e-Register

Issuance of Apostille 

by “Competent Authority” 

in State of Origin

(1) e-Apostille

one step

process

Public 

Document

ready to be 

produced in the 

State of Destination

Public 

Document

executed in the 

State of Origin

executed in 

electronic 

format

executed in 

paper then 

scanned*



Republic of Korea

e-Register



Mexico

e-Register



Launch2006

9 States2009

38 States2019

Growth of the e-APP

(one or both components, 

i.e. e-Apostille and/or e-Register)



e-APP Forum

16-18 October 2019 | Fortaleza, Brazil

11th International Forum on the 

electronic Apostille Programme



HCCH Convention of 15 November 1965 on the Service Abroad 

of Judicial and Extrajudicial Documents in Civil or Commercial Matters

Service Convention



75 Contracting Parties

NB: Boundaries on this map are based upon those used by the UN Cartographic Section. The number of States reflects the Parties as recorded by the Depositary (NL MFA). Neither should be taken to imply official endorsement or acceptance.



Service abroad without a Treaty
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Service abroad with the Convention

Request to Serve 
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Service abroad with the Convention

II

I

III

Main channel (art. 5)
Central Authority | Model Form | Certificate of Service

Alternative channels (arts 8, 9, 10)
Diplomatic/consular channels | Postal channels | Direct communication

Derogatory channels (11, 19, 24, 25)
Bilateral and multilateral agreements



Transmission for service from one Contracting Party 

to another

Judicial or extra-judicial in nature

Relating to a civil or commercial matter

Address of the person to be served must be known

Conditions of Application

2
1

3
4



Transmitting
a document 

by electronic means

Executing
the request

by electronic means

(as provided for by the Convention)

e-Transmission vs e-Execution

(as provided for by domestic law)

Ongoing Work: 

Questionnaires on Use of Information Technology 

under the Service and Evidence Conventions



HCCH a|Bridged

11 December 2019 | The Hague, Netherlands

Edition 2019: 

The HCCH Service Convention 

in the Era of Electronic and 

Information Technology



HCCH Convention of 18 March 1970 on the Taking 

of Evidence Abroad in Civil or Commercial Matters

Evidence Convention



62 Contracting Parties

NB: Boundaries on this map are based upon those used by the UN Cartographic Section. The number of States reflects the Parties as recorded by the Depositary (NL MFA). Neither should be taken to imply official endorsement or acceptance.



Evidence abroad with the Convention

II

I

III

Chapter I
Letters of Request

Chapter II
Diplomatic officers | Consular agents | Commissioners

Derogatory channels
Other Channels| Less restrictive conditions | Bilateral/multilateral agreements
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Court in 
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Chapter II – Direct Taking of Evidence
By a Commissioner
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Chapter II – Direct Taking of Evidence
By a Commissioner
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GGP

(Forthcoming, 2019)

Guide to Good Practice 

on the Use of Video-Link



Final Thoughts



Drafted to be technologically neutral

Regular review of practices 

More efficient, more effective, and more 

accessible operation

Calls for a proactive and cultural shift

Facilitating better access to justice for all

Technology and HCCH Conventions
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