"WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS
DETERMINED (...) to reaffirm faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the
human person, in the equal rights of men and
women and of nations large and small”

UN Charter Preamble






“"Perhaps in the backward
countries where women
have no vote and few
rights of any kind,
spectacular feminism
might still be necessary”

- Virginia Gildersleeve




Short History of the Commission on the Status of Women'

1946: Birth of the Commission on Status of Women

United Nations commitments to the advancement of women began with the signing of the
UN Charter in San Francisco in 1945. Of the 160 signatories, only four were women -
Minerva Bernardino (Dominican Republic), Virginia Gildersleeve (United States), Bertha
Lutz (Brazil) and Wu YiFang (China) — but they succeeded in inscribing women’s rights
in the founding document of the United Nations, which reaffirms in its preamble “faith in

fundamental human rights, in the dignity of the human person, in the equal rights of men






