
Speech by Ambassador Sergio E. Moreira Lima, President of 

FUNAG at the opening of the lecture-debate "Bertha Lutz and 

Women's Rights in the UN Charter: How a Brazilian delegate 

successfully championed gender-equality in the San Francisco 

Conference" 

 

Ms. Elise Dietrichson and Ms. Fatima Sator, researchers at the University 

of London; 

Minister Eugenio Garcia, Head of the Division of the United Nations; 

Counsellor Marise Nogueira, Head of the Division for Social Issues; 

Counsellor Viviane Balbino, Head of the Division of Southern Europe and 

the European Union; 

Members of the diplomatic corps, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 

Dear friends, 

 

On behalf of the Alexandre de Gusmão Foundation, I am pleased to 

welcome all of you, especially Ms. Elise Dietrichson and Ms. Fatima Sator, 

from the University of London, responsible for a historical research about 

the work of Bertha Lutz, who, as a member of the Brazilian delegation 

signed the Charter of the United Nations. In fact, Brazil was one of the few 

countries to include women as their diplomatic representatives to the 1945 

San Francisco Conference.  

Bertha Lutz was a prominent figure in Brazil in the first half of the 

twentieth century. Graduated at Sorbonne University in 1918 as a 

zoologist, she published important studies in this field and identified 
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several new species of Brazilian amphibians. But she became more known 

for her struggle towards genre equality seventy years before the target 

established by the UN millennium development goal to attain that same 

objective to empower women.  

 A person of many abilities, she also graduated in law in Rio de Janeiro in 

1933 and was a leading campaigner for women's rights. She represented 

Brazil in several international conferences in this domain, both at the inter-

American realm and in the International Labour Organisation. 

As Ms. Dietrichson and Ms. Sator will show in their presentations, a 

landmark in Bertha Lutz's trajectory was the San Francisco Conference in 

1945. She played a pivotal role in the inclusion of provisions for equal 

rights for men and women in the United Nations Charter, both in its 

preamble and in Article 8. Surprisingly enough, Bertha Lutz even had to 

face the opposition of some of the only six other countries who included 

women in their delegations. 

Although Bertha Lutz was very well-known during her lifetime, her legacy 

should be properly preserved and enhanced to the younger generations. 

This fact highlights the importance of the study carried out by Ms. 

Dietrichson and Ms. Sator, who are also contributing to raise public 

awareness about Dr. Lutz's contribution to the cause of gender equality. We 

are glad to announce that Elise Dietrichson and Fatima Sator accepted our 

invitation to publish an article about their findings in the next edition of our 

Foreign Policy Journal ("Cadernos de Política Exterior"). 

To enlighten us on this interesting topic, we will also benefit from the 

comments of Eugenio Garcia who, in addition to his work as a diplomat, 

Head of the United Nations Division, is a respected historian. We are 

equally glad to have the participation of Marise Nogueira, who is the head 
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of the Division in charge of women's rights in the Foreign Ministry. Last 

but not least, we'll benefit from the insights of our colleague Viviane 

Balbino, who published with FUNAG a book about the role of women in 

the Brazilian foreign service. 

I would like to close with a quotation which is symbolic of Bertha Lutz´s 

struggle to promote genre equality. I found it in Minister Aloysio Nunes 

Ferreira´s presentation of the National Action Plan on Women, Peace and 

Security recently published by Funag. He reminded us that, as Dr Lutz was 

defending female vote in Brazil in the 30´s, she pointed out that "to deny 

women equal rights on the grounds of sex is to deny justice to half the 

population". 

I would further add another quote from her following declaration in the 

same context: "women do not stand here to benefit from rights but rather to 

fulfill obligations; not to attain interests but mainly to defend ideals; not to 

engage in party politics, no matter how respectable they might be, but 

rather to seek to collaborate to the progress and the greatness of Brazil".  

I conclude my remarks by translating into English another Bertha Lutz’s 

statement: "the awakening and the emancipation of women was not sudden, 

simultaneous and is not yet general. While women from some nations 

enjoy their rights and fulfill their obligations, others may feel encouraged 

to struggle for those same prerogatives. If nations remain divided, war will 

come; when they are united, peace can prevail. The same with women, 

when they are by themselves they remain fragile and at the mercy of 

circumstances. However, when they are united they will become a force to 

be reckoned with".  


